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(^TN:) comes out of the experience of life.

Thus Uharma is all comprehensive and being an enjoined duty
its ordinary division is manifold (i.e.) relating to caste (^fo^),
stage of life (3TWTO^) etc. If one is to act rightly all these must
be known acurately, in all the various situations of life.

(1) Duties of kings (^CTWrrf:) the king being the recognised head
of governmental machinery which regulates the socio-political struc-
ture. (2) Conduct in times of calamity applicable to the first
two varnas when the ordinary codes of conduct are not appli-
cable. (3) Emancipation from the necessity of rebirth and (4)
The liberality are some of the other aspects of Ethics discussed in
the 5anti and Anu^asana parvas of the great epic. Agastya in his
BALABHARATA conveys the essence of the message of the epic
on all these aspects too.

It is well known that the enjoined duties of the first two
varnas are as follows:" Teaching and learning of Vedas, performing
sacrifices for one's ownself and for other's sake, receiving and
giving of gifts are the duties of Brahmana varna. The results of the
non-adherence of such duties are also depicted in it. The story of
sage Yaja illustrates the former, the lives of Drona and A^vatthdma
provide the examples of the latter. Agastya clearly suggests this
aspect in his BALABHARATA. Taking recourse to martial arts,
and accepting service under a king are considered to be hindrances
in the pursuit of one's enjoined Varnadharma.16 Hence the result
of it ultimately leads them to their ruin only. Agastya suggests that
Drona's decision to take to service is an Apaddharma^7

Performing yajni'ls, learning the Vedas, giving gifts, protection
of the people, as well as avoidance of addiction to sensual pursuits
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